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colors. Fortunately it was at that time still possible in the
small states of Germany to arrange such things in so good-
natured a manner. In Prussia an occurrence of tMs kind would
have produced very serious consequences.

After this performance we felt that now it was indeed
time for us to depart from Eisenach and to go home. Our
financial resources too were very nearly exhausted. On the
evening before our departure we had a last great carousal in
the Rathskeller. One of us, if I remember rightly a student
from Konigsberg, who had distinguished himself by wearing a
Polish  cap   and  by  indulging  in   extremely   revolutionary
phraseology, made the motion that before parting we should
issue an address to the German people and let them know our
opinion about the existing condition of things, and then ad-
monish them closely to watch and with all possible energy to
resist the advancing reaction. That such a proclamation, at
sxich a moment, coming from such a lot of young persons, could
have an aspect intensely comical, did not occur to us. The mo-
tion was discussed with the greatest seriousness and unani-
mously adopted. The address was drawn up at once. Then,
with the signatures of the committee, to which I too had the
honor of belonging, it was printed the same night, posted on
the walls of the city hall and of various other public buildings,
and sent to several newspapers for further publication. This
having been done, we sang several patriotic songs and then we
parted after tender embraces and vows of eternal friendship.
Early the next morning we scattered in all directions.

On the way home an extremely sober feeling came over
me. In Frankfurt I still found a "state of siege " and a
gloomy atmosphere of anxiety. The day was cloudy, damp
and cold when I went down the Rhine on the steamboat.
Among the passengers I did not see a single familiar face.d now we suc-
